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Scope 7.5 Language	of

Instruction
The	teaching	is	conducted	in	English.

Progression G1N Decided	by The	Research	and	Education	Board’sCourse	Syllabus	Committee	at	theSwedish	Defence	University
Grading	Scale Fail,	Pass,	Pass	with	Distinction Decision	date 2023-10-24
Revision 1.1

Entry RequirementsGeneral	entry	requirements	+	Samhällskunskap	(Civics)	A	alternatively	Samhällskunskap	(Civics)	1b	alternativelySamhällskunskap	(Civics)	1a1	+	1a2	andEnglish	proficiency	equivalent	to	English	B	or	English	6	is	also	required.
Course Content and StructureThe	aim	of	the	course	is	to	create	opportunities	for	the	student	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	liberalism	and	some	of	its	mostprominent	critics.	The	course	covers	the	political,	economic	and	social	dimensions	of	liberalism.	In	the	first	part	of	the	course,some	of	the	liberal	tradition's	most	important	theorists	are	examined.	In	the	second	part	of	the	course,	the	student	is	introduced	toa	number	of	critics	of	the	political,	economic	and	social	dimensions	of	liberalism.	The	course	covers	both	domestic	and	globaldimensions	of	the	liberal	project.	Ultimately,	at	a	time	when	it	is	common	to	proclaim	both	the	dominance	and	the	crisis	ofliberalism,	the	course	creates	opportunities	for	the	student	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	assumptions	underlying	some	ofthe	most	pressing	contemporary	political	debates.The	course	is	structured	around	lectures,	compulsory	seminars,	an	individual	written	assignment	in	the	form	of	a	take-homeexamination	and	self-study.	The	aim	of	the	lectures	is	to	introduce	the	topic	of	the	week	and	to	highlight	key	issues	in	the	readingsin	order	to	facilitate	the	student's	reading	of	the	course	literature	prior	to	the	seminar.	The	compulsory	seminars	are	the	mostimportant	part	of	the	course	and	active	student	participation	is	expected.	The	aim	of	the	seminars	is	to	create	opportunities	for	thestudent	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	course	readings	and	of	the	key	issues,	themes	and	debates	regarding	liberalism.Seminar	questions	will	be	distributed	in	advance	to	help	the	student	identify	and	reflect	on	the	central	issues	in	the	readings	and	tostimulate	discussion	during	the	seminars.
Intended Learning OutcomesUpon	completion	of	the	course,	the	student	is	expected	to	be	able	to:Knowledge	and	understandingExplain	the	central	dimensions	and	assumptions	of	liberalism.Explain	some	of	the	most	important	criticisms	directed	against	liberalism.Competence	and	skillsCritically	examine	the	assumptions	on	which	liberalism	rests.Critically	examine	the	assumptions	made	by	some	of	the	most	important	critics	of	liberalism.Judgement	and	approachIndependently	engage	in	contemporary	debates	on	the	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	liberalism.

1 of 3



Type of InstructionSeminarsLecturesIndependent	Literature	Studies
Assessment

Liberalism and its CriticsScope:	7.5Grading	Scale:	Fail,	Pass,	Pass	with	DistinctionThe	course	is	examined	through	a	written	home	examination	and	through	active	participation	in	compulsory	seminars.Active	participation	in	the	seminars	presupposes	that	the	student	orally	discusses	key	issues	and	problems	within	the	frameworkof	the	course	based	on	the	course	literature.The	examiner	may	decide	that	absence	from	a	seminar	or	participation	that	does	not	achieve	the	grade	pass	(G)	in	certain	cases	canbe	supplemented	with	a	complementary	written	assignment.	Such	an	assignment	must	be	submitted	or	presented	within	threeworking	days,	as	from	when	the	examiner	communicates	such	information.In	the	case	of	not	fulfilling	the	requirements	for	the	grade	Pass	(G)	on	the	written	examination	the	student	may	be	given	acomplementary	written	assignment	to	achieve	the	grade	Pass	(G).	The	student	has	three	working	days	to	complete	such	task,unless	there	are	special	reasons	approved	by	the	examiner.	Late	examinations	are	not	graded	unless	there	are	special	reasonsapproved	by	the	examiner.
GradingFor	the	written	home	examination	the	student	is	graded	on	a	three-point	grading	scale:	Fail	(U),	Pass	(G)	and	Pass	with	Distinction(VG).	For	the	seminars	the	student	is	graded	on	a	two-point	grading	scale:	Fail	(U)	and	Pass	(G).	Grading	criteria	are	reported	at	thelatest	at	the	start	of	the	course.For	the	grade	G	on	the	course,	the	student	must	obtain	the	grade	G	in	the	compulsory	seminars	and	the	grade	G	on	the	written	homeexamination.For	the	grade	VG	on	the	course,	the	student	must	obtain	the	grade	G	in	the	compulsory	seminars	and	the	grade	VG	on	the	writtenhome	examination.
Restrictions in Number of ExaminationsThere	is	no	limit	on	the	total	number	of	examination	opportunities.
Restrictions Concerning DegreeThe	course	cannot	be	included	in	a	degree	with	another	course	whose	content	fully	or	partially	corresponds	to	the	content	of	thiscourse.
Transitional ProvisionsWhen	the	course	is	no	longer	offered	or	when	the	course	content	has	changed	substantially,	the	student	has	the	right	to	beexamined	once	per	semester	during	a	three-term	period	in	accordance	with	this	syllabus.
MiscellanousIf	the	Swedish	Defence	University	has	formally	decided	that	the	student	is	entitled	to	receive	special	educational	support	due	to	adisability,	the	examiner	may	decide	on	alternative	forms	of	examination	for	the	student.On	the	completion	of	the	course,	an	evaluation	will	be	conducted	under	the	auspices	of	the	course	director,	which	will	form	thebasis	for	any	changes	to	the	course.
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Course	Code 1SS087
Revision 1.1
Reading	List	Valid
from	Date

2024-08-01
Reading	List	Decided
Date

2024-03-13
Deneen,	Patrick	(2018)	Why	Liberalism	Failed.	New	Haven	and	London:	Yale	University	Press.	(198	pages)Charvet,	John	and	Elisa	Kaczynska-Nay	(2008)	The	Liberal	Project	and	Human	Rights.	The	Theory	and	Practice	of	a	New	WorldOrder.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press,	chapter	10.	(31	pages)Fawcett,	Edmund	(2018)	Liberalism.	The	Life	of	an	Idea.	2nd	edition.	Princeton:	Princeton	University	Press,	pp.	1-30	(30	pages)Freeden,	Michael	(2015)	Liberalism.	A	Very	Short	Introduction.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	pp.	37-54	(chapter	3).	(17	pages)Fukuyama,	Francis	(2022)	Liberalism	and	its	Discontents.	New	York:	Farrar,	Straus	and	Giroux.	(154	pages)Hobbes,	Thomas	(2022	[1651])	The	Leviathan,	edited	by	Richard	Tuck,	chapter	XIII,	86-90	(5	pages).Ikenberry,	John	(2018)	“The	end	of	liberal	international	order?”	International	Affairs,	94(1),	7–23.	(16	pages).Locke,	John	(1980	?1690?)	Second	Treatise	of	Government,	edited	by	C.B.	Macpherson,	chapter	IX,	123-131,	5	pages.Mill,	John	Stuart	(2006	?1859?)	On	Liberty,	edited	by	Alan	Ryan,	London:	Penguin	Classics,	chapters	1,	2	,	3	and	5.	(102	pages)Pateman,	Carole	(2018[1988])	The	Sexual	Contract	(30th	Anniversary	Edition).	Stanford:	Stanford	University	Press.	Chapters	1,	3,7	and	8.	(101	pages)Srinivasan,	Amia	(2021)	“The	Right	to	Sex,”	in	The	Right	to	Sex,	pp.73-92.	London:	Bloomsbury	Publishing.	(19	pages)
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